
 

Branchburg Township Public Schools 

Office of Curriculum and Instruction 

Sixth Grade Social Studies Curriculum 

 

 
 

 

Approved by the Board of Education September 2017 
 

This curriculum is aligned with the 2014 New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Social Studies, Technology and 21st Century Life and 

Careers and the 2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards in English Language Arts 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Scope and Sequence 

Content Area Social Studies 
Course Title/Grade 

Level: 
World History/Grade 6 

 

General Overview and Pacing 

Topic/Unit Name Suggested Pacing (Days/Weeks) 

Topic/Unit #1 Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #2 Ancient Egypt and the Middle East 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 Ancient India 
6 weeks 

 

Topic/Unit #4 Ancient China 
6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Ancient Greece 
6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #6 Ancient Rome 
6 weeks 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Era/Topic Title  Unit 1: The Beginnings of Human Society                       Approximate Pacing:  6 weeks 

 UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Grade Level 6 Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of early/ancient civilizations? 

Students will understand that: 

● geography and climate impacted the development of early civilizations in all of their aspects, including 

the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social structures. 

 NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.A.1.a Compare/contrast the social organization, natural resources, land use of early hunter/gatherers and those who 

lived in early agrarian societies. 

6.2.8.B.1.a 
Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and 

the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives and on the shaping of societies. 

6.2.8.C.1.a 
Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (including the impact of food surplus from farming) to 

population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. 

6.2.8.C.1.b Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies. 

6.2.8.D.1.a 
Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative length of 

time. 

6.2.8.D.1.b 
Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human understanding, the 

development of culture, and social structures.  

6.2.8.D.1.c 
Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to written 

records.     

6.2.8.A.2.a 
Explain how and why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and 

legal structures. 

6.2.8.A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.a 
Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, 

technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b 

Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern 

counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern 

Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, 

then and now. 



 

6.2.8.C.2.a 
Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, 

and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.                                                                

6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.b 
Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c 
Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley civilizations and determine 

whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d 
Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations 

over time. 

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 

the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 

domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 

print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators for 

Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A.  Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 



 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 

broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 

(e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE & 

CAREERS (STANDARD 9) 



 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or 

more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, 

school web). 

8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with 

learners from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and 

cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve 

a real world problem. 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an 

informed decision. 

8.2.8.A.1 Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet 

new demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 



 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over 

time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other 

technologies and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses, 

industries and societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the 

user and the producer. 

CRP 1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP 9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity.  

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

9.1.8.A.1  
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2  Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge 

and skills.  

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 



 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or 

not doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant 

societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  

9.1.8.F.3 
Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal 

finance. 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, 

work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4   Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions 

 STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Students will know: 

● How social scientists interpret the past 

● What capabilities/skills, both mental and physical, helped hominids to survive 

● How the development of agriculture changed daily life in the Neolithic Age 

● How geographic challenges led to the rise of city-states in Mesopotamia 

● Why historians classify ancient Sumer as a civilization 

● What the most important achievements of the Mesopotamian empires were 

Process/Skills/Proce- 

dures/Application of 

Key Knowledge 

Students will be able to: 
● construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including comparative events in world 

history for the different civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, 

and environments; 

● use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

● compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

generated information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives (ie: documents, letters, diaries, maps, images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a 



 

written and/or oral format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning while demonstrating presentation 

skills (eg: eye contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

 EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

 Summative Assessment: Assessment at the end of the learning period/chapter 

 Formative Assessments: K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, 

Ongoing assessments during the learning period including Online Reading Challenges, Preview and Processing 

in Interactive Notebooks, class activities and discussion, projects, simulations, and/or teacher observation 

 Performance Task:  R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks, document based questions 

 Cross-curricular connections (ELA): Students create a comic book to tell the story about how life changed 

over time from the Paleolithic to the Neolithic Age 

 LEARNING PATH 

 
small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, 

think-pair-share, individualized student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 
 

 RESOURCES 

 
Teacher Resources: History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 

Student Resources: Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 

 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Topic Title Unit 2: Ancient Egypt and the Middle East                    Approximate Pacing:  6 weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of early settlements and civilizations in ancient Egypt and the Middle East? 

Students will understand that: 

● Geographical, political, economic and environmental factors influenced the early settlements and the ancient kingdoms of Egypt and 

the Middle East in all of their aspects, including the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social structures. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.B.2.a 
Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, technological 

innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b. 

Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern counterparts 

(i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; 

Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. 

6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to written records. 

6.2.8.A.2.a.   
Explain how/ why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal 

structures. 

6.2.8.A.3.e 
Compare/contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical civilizations and determine the extent 

to which these early systems influenced our current legal system.  

6.2.8.A.3.d 
Compare the status (political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and 

evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now..  

6.2.8.D.2.a.   Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.C.2.a.   
Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, and the 

development of a class system in ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c. 
 Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley civilizations and determine whether 

there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.1.b.   
Describe how the development of written and unwritten languages impacted human understanding, culture, and social 

structures. 

6.2.8.D.2.b.   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Compare/contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, 

Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism),their patterns of expansion, and their 

responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 



 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

F.  Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

G. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

H. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

I. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

J. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 



 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

G. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

H. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

I. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

J. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

K. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

L. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 

or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE & 

CAREER (STANDARD 9) 



 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 

8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 

from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem. 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 

decision. 



 

8.2.8.A.1 Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over time and 

present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other 

technologies and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses, industries and 

societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user 

and the producer. 

CRP 1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP 9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity.  

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 



 

9.1.8.A.1  
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2  Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills.  

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4  Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions 

 STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Students will know: 

● How geography affected early settlement in Egypt, Kush, and Canaan 

● What the pharaohs of ancient Egypt accomplished and how they did it 

● How social class affected daily life in ancient Egypt 

● In what ways location influenced the history of Kush 

● How Judaism originated and developed 

● What the central teachings of Judaism are and why they survived to modern day 

Process/Skills/Pro- 

cedures/Application 

of Key Knowledge 

Students will be able to: 
●  construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including comparative events in world history 

for the different civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 



 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, and 

environments; 

●  use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

●  compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

generated information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical perspectives 

(ie: documents, letters, diaries, maps, images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a 

written and/or oral format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills 

(eg: eye contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment: Assessment at the end of the learning period/chapters 

Formative Assessments: K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, Ongoing assessments during the 

learning period including Online Reading Challenges, Preview and Processing in Interactive Notebooks, class activities and discussion, 

projects, simulations, and/or teacher observation. 

Performance Task:  R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks; document based questions 

Cross-curricular connections (ELA): Unit/project integrating knowledge and skills from Social Studies, Math, Language Arts, and Science 

to determine the cause and effect of human population growth over the past 3,000 years.  

LEARNING PATH 

small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, think-pair-share, individualized 

student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 
 

RESOURCES 

Teacher Resource:   History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 

Student Resource:  Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Topic Title  Unit 3: Ancient India                                            Approximate Pacing:  6 weeks 

 UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Grade Level 6 Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of civilization in ancient India? 

Students will understand that: 

● geographical, political, economic and environmental factors influenced the development of ancient India 

in all of its aspects, including the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social 

structures. 

 NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to written 

records. 

6.2.8.A.2.a 
Explain how and why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal 

structures. 

6.2.8.B.2.a 
Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, technological 

innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b 

Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern 

counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern 

Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, 

then and now. 

6.2.8.C.2.a 
Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, and 

the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.                                                                

6.2.8.D.2.c 
Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley civilizations and determine whether 

there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d 
Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations over 

time. 

6.2.8.A.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures) used by the 

rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires. 

6.2.8.A.3.b 
Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the political, 

economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.3.d 
Compare the status (political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and 

evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now. 



 

6.2.8.B.3.a 
Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the political, 

economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.C.3.a 
Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange through the 

Mediterranean Basin, India, and China. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 

Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output 

and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban, areas, and to allow for greater division of 

labor. 

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.b 
Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han 

China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c 
Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China over 

time. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., 

Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of 

expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.e 
Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflicts shaped values and decisions of the 

classical civilizations. 

Progress Indicators 

for Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 

and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 
Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

K.  Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 



 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

L. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

M. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

N. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

O. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

M. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 

broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

N. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

O. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

P. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

Q. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

R. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 



 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE & 

CAREERS (STANDARD 9) 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or 

more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, 

school web). 

8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with 

learners from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and 

cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 

decision. 



 

8.2.8.A.1 Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet 

new demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over time 

and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other 

technologies and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses, industries 

and societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the 

user and the producer. 

CRP 1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP 9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity.  

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

9.1.8.A.1  
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 



 

9.1.8.A.2  Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills.  

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  

9.1.8.F.3 
Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal 

finance. 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, 

and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

● how the geography affected early settlements in India 

● What artifacts can tell us about daily life in Mohenjodaro 

● The origins and beliefs of Hinduism 

● The main beliefs and teaching of Buddhism 

● How Ashoka unified the Mauryan Empire and spread Buddhist values 

● Why the period of the Gupta Empire is known as a “golden age” 

Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will be able to: 

● construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including comparative events in world history for the different 



 

civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, and environments; 

● use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, and growth of 

economic and political systems. 

● compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical perspectives (ie: documents, letters, 

diaries, maps, images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills (eg: eye contact, 

adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment:  Assessment at the end of the learning period/chapters 

Formative Assessment:  K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, Ongoing assessment during 

the learning period including Online Reading Challenges, Preview and Processing in Interactive Notebooks, class activities and discussion 

projects, simulations, and/or teacher observation 

Performance Task:  R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks; document based questions 

Cross-curricular connections (ELA):  Students research an historic figure who made significant contributions in the areas of social 

sciences, math, language arts, and science and present their findings in a public service announcement to be broadcast to the BCMS 

community. 

 

LEARNING PATH 

Small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, think-pair-share, 

individualized student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 

RESOURCES 

Teacher Resources:  History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 



 

Student Resources:  Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Topic Title Unit 4: Ancient China Approximate Pacing 6 Weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of civilization in ancient China? 

Students will understand that: 

● Geographical, political, economic and environmental factors influenced the development of ancient China in all of its aspects, including 

the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social structures. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.A.2.a 
Explain how/why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal 

structures. 

6.2.8.B.2.a 
Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, technological 

innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b 

Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern counterparts 

(i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; 

Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now 

6.2.8.C.2.a 
Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, and the 

development of a class system in ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various ancient river valley civilizations 

6.2.8.D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c 
Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley civilizations and determine whether there 

was a common pattern of growth and decline 

6.2.8.D.2.d 
Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the ancient river valley civilizations over 

time. 

6.2.8.A.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures) used by the rulers of 

Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires.  

6.2.8.A.3.d 
Compare the status (political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and 

evaluate how individuals perceived principles of liberty and equality then and now.  

6.2.8.C.3.a 
Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange through the 

Mediterranean Basin, India, and China. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 
Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output and 

commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

6.2.8.D.3.b Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China over time.  

6.2.8.D.3.d Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., 



 

Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 

and their responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

Progress Indicators 

for Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/


 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 

or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9) 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 

8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 

from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 



 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 

decision. 

8.2.8.A.1 Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over time and 

present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies 

and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses industries and 

societies.,  

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and 

the producer. 

CRP 1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 



 

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP 9  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

9.1.8.A.1 Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  

9.1.8.A.3 Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  



 

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

● How geography affected life in ancient China 

● What Shang artifacts reveal about this civilization 

● How Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism influenced 

political rule in ancient China 

● How the Emperor of Qin was an effective and/or ineffective 

leader 

● Ways the Han dynasty improved government and daily life in 

China 

● How the Silk Road promoted an exchange of goods and ideas 

 

Students will be able to: 
● construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras 

including comparative events in world history for the different 

civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare 

information about people, places, regions, and environments; 

● use maps and other documents to explain the historical 

migration of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, 

and growth of economic and political systems. 

● compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and 

historical events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and 

prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated 

information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the 

past and understanding historical perspectives (ie: documents, 

letters, diaries, maps, images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to 

present a reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral 

format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and 

reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills (eg: eye 

contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment  Assessments at the end of the learning period/chapters  

Formative Assessments K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, Online Reading 



 

Challenges, Preview and Processing in Interactive Notebooks, projects, class activities and discussions, 

projects, simulations, and/or teacher observation  

Performance Tasks R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks; document based questions 

Cross-curricular connections 

(ELA) 

Students create a website for rulers of China which includes a biography of the ruler, his reign, his 

achievements, his goals, his edicts/laws 

LEARNING PATH 

Small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, think-pair-share, individualized 

student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 
 

RESOURCES 

Teacher Resources:  History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 

Student Resources:  Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Topic Title Unit 5: Ancient Greece Approximate Pacing 6 Weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of civilization in ancient Greece? 

Students will understand that: 

● Geographical, political, economic and environmental factors influenced the development of ancient Greece in all of its aspects, 

including the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social structures. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.A.3.b 
Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the political, 

economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.3.c 
Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic that later 

influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 

6.2.8.A.3.d 
Compare the status (political, economic, and social) of groups in the ancient world to those of people today and 

evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now.    

6.2.8.A.3.e 
Compare and contrast the American legal system and the legal systems of classical civilizations, and determine the 

extent to which the early systems influenced the current legal system. 

6.2.8.B.3.a 
Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the political, 

economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.b 
Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the development of Greek city-states and 

to their decline. 

6.2.8.C.3.a 
Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange through the 

Mediterranean Basin, India, and China. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 
Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output and 

commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.b Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c Evaluate the importance and enduring legacies of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., 

Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 

and their responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.3.8.A.1 
Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned 

conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.2 
Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it 

with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 



 

6.3.8.B.1 
Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency regarding 

the best course of action. 

6.3.8.C.1 
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, 

discussing priorities. 

6.3.8.D.1 
Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand 

how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Progress Indicators 

for Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/


 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 

a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE & CAREER (STANDARD 9) 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 



 

8.1.8.C.1 
Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 

from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem. 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 

decision. 

8.2.8.A.1 Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over time and 

present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies 

and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses industries and 

societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and 

the producer. 

CRP 1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 



 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP 9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity.  

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence 

9.1.8.A.1 Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income 

9.1.8.A.3 Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills.  

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 



 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 

9.2.8.B.3  Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4   Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

● How geography influenced settlement and way of life in 

ancient Greece 

● How democracy developed in ancient Greece 

● The major differences between Athens and Sparta 

● What factors influenced the outcome of the Persian wars 

● The major cultural achievements of Athens 

● How Alexander built his empire 

● How ancient Greece contributed to the modern world 

 

Students will be able to: 

● construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras 

including comparative events in world history for the different 

civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare 

information about people, places, regions, and environments; 

● use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration 

of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, and growth of 

economic and political systems. 

● compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and 

historical events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice 

in documents, media, and computer-generated information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past 

and understanding historical perspectives (ie: documents, letters, 

diaries, maps, images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present 

a reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and 

reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills (eg: eye contact, 

adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 



 

Summative Assessment  Assessments at the end of the learning period/chapters 

Formative Assessments K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, Online Reading 

Challenges, Preview and Processing in Interactive Notebooks, projects, class activities and discussions, 

projects, simulations, and/or teacher observation  

Cross-curricular connections 

(ELA) 

Students write a newspaper article reporting on a meeting of the Athens Assembly incorporating the topic of 

the meeting, attendees, events, speeches/dialogue, and imagery 

Performance Tasks R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks; document based questions 

LEARNING PATH 

Small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, think-pair-share, individualized 

student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 
 

RESOURCES 

Teacher Resources:  History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 

Student Resources:  Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 

 

  



 

 

Unit/Topic Title Unit 6: Ancient Rome Approximate Pacing 6 Weeks 

 

UNIT/TOPIC ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

Essential Question:   

● What factors influenced the development of civilization in ancient Rome? 

Students will understand that: 

● Geographical, political, economic and environmental factors influenced the development of ancient Roman in all of its aspects, including 

the shaping of societies, human understandings, cultures, and social structures. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.2.8.A.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures; communication and 

transportation systems) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires. 

6.2.8.A.3.b 
Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the political, 

economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.3.c 
Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic that later 

influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 

6.2.8.A.3.d 
Compare the status (political, economic, and social) of groups in the ancient world to those of people today and 

evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now.  

6.2.8.A.3.e 
Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical civilizations, and determine the 

extent to which these early systems influenced our current legal system.  

6.2.8.B.3.a 
Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the political, 

economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.C.3.a 
Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange through the 

Mediterranean Basin, India, and China. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 
Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output and 

commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.b Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c Evaluate the importance and enduring legacies of Greece, Rome, India, and China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., 

Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 

and their responses to the current challenges of globalization 

6.3.8.A.1 
Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned 

conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it 



 

with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8.B.1 
Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency regarding 

the best course of action. 

6.3.8.C.1 
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, 

discussing priorities. 

6.3.8.D.1 
Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand 

how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Progress Indicators 

for Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies  

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (eg: sequentially, comparatively, causally) 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg: loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/


 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 

a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP), 21
ST

 CENTURY LIFE & CAREER (STANDARD 9) 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of the results. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

8.1.8.B.1 
Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 

8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 



 

from other countries. 

8.1.8.D.1 
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1 
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem. 

8.1.8.F.1 
Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 

decision. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5 
Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system. 

8.2.8.B.1 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system over time and 

present findings to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2 Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies 

and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses industries and 

societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and 

the producer. 

CRP 1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP 2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP 4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP 5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP 6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP 7  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  



 

CRP 8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP 9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP 10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  

CRP 11 Use technology to enhance productivity.  

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

9.1.8.A.1 Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  

9.1.8.A.3 Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice. 

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 

9.2.8.B.3 
 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.4   Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional occupations have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  



 

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

● How the Etruscans and Greeks influenced the 

development of Rome 

● The characteristics of the Roman Republic and how 

they changed over time 

● If the benefits of Roman expansion outweighed the 

costs 

● How wealth affected daily life in the Roman 

Empire 

● How Christianity originated and spread 

● How Christians’ lives are shaped by the beliefs and 

practices of Christianity 

● To what extent ancient Rome influences us today 

Students will be able to: 

● construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including 

comparative events in world history for the different civilizations; 

● explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

● select and use various geographic representations to compare information 

about people, places, regions, and environments; 

●  use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of 

people, expansion and disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 

and political systems. 

●  compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical 

events; 

● assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in 

documents, media, and computer-generated information; 

● analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and 

understanding historical perspectives (ie: documents, letters, diaries, maps, 

images, etc.) 

● select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a 

reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral format; 

● present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning 

while demonstrating presentation skills (eg: eye contact, adequate volume, 

clear pronunciation). 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment  Assessments at the end of the learning period/chapters 

Formative Assessments  K-W-L charts, compare/contrast charts, venn diagrams, T-charts, quiz-quiz-trade, Online Reading Challenges, 

Preview and Processing in Interactive Notebooks, projects, class activities and discussions, projects, simulations, 

and/or teacher observation  

Performance Tasks R.A.F.T.s, simulation tasks; data based questions 

Cross-curricular 

connections (ELA) 

Students write a persuasive letter to the municipal planning board explaining some features of our community 

that show good planning and then suggesting how other features could be improved. 

LEARNING PATH 

Small group instruction, simulations, jig-saw activities, differentiated assignments based on student readiness, think-pair-share, individualized 

student learning opportunities, class debates/arguments 
 

RESOURCES 

Teacher Resources:  History Alive! The Ancient World: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute: 2011 

Student Resources:  Interactive Notebook; History Alive! Online Textbook 



 

 
 

Modifications (Special Education/Academic Support/ ELL) 

Resources Modifications (Special 
Education/Academic Support)  

ELL Gifted Learners 

Brain Pop 
Brain Pop, 
Jr. 
Newsela 
Read Works 
History Alive 

● audio version of text 
● graphic organizers 
● study guides 
● clarify/reword directions 
● small group testing 
● frontload vocabulary 
● Preteach/Reteach 
● Scaffold lessons 

 

● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and 

repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught 

lessons. 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives 

associated with concepts  
● Act out classroom behaviors with 

students 
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Word walls with pictures 
● Laminated cards or mini anchor 

charts placed on students 
individual desks.  

● Same posters used every time.  
● Provide sentence frames for 

explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Thematic word walls 
● Allow word walls to stay up 

during assessments  
● Reduce number of problems 

required 
● Allow time for instruction 

● Differentiation with high level 

materials 

● Curriculum Compacting 

● Independent Study 

● State, local and national 

conferences and competitions 

● Student led discussions and 

learning 

● Student product choice 

● Additional open ended tasks 

● Incorporate problem solving 

activities 

● Promote creative and critical 

thinking 

● Provide flexible environment 



 

● ESL teacher can pre teach the 
lesson before introducing 
concept in the classroom.  

● Verbal prompting 
● Reword directions and allow 

verbal clarification before 
answering questions.  

● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 


